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1. Agroecology and 

FAO: a historic 

perspective.

The importance of 

the green revolution 

in the 60s/70s.

● The Green Revolution of the Sixties was 
fundamental to rapidly increase food 
production, and save the developing 
world from a famine disaster in 1960/70, 
specially in India. 

● The Green Revolution almost doubled 
yields per hectare of the most important 
cereals like wheat, rice and corn, and food 
per capita increased nearly 40% in a 20-
year period.

1.AGROECOLOGY AND FAO: A HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE.
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Today, we produce more than enough 

food to feed world’s entire population, 
while 690 million people are still 

undernourished and more than 2 billion 

are facing moderate or severe food 

insecurity.

During the Covid pandemia, the number of 

malnourished  people, specially the obese 

and overweight, is expected to rise due to 

the changes of consumer habits for more 

processed and ultra-processed food.

The 
consequences 
of keeping the 
Green 
Revolution 
model:

WE 

HAVE 

ENOUGH 

FOOD TO 

FEED THE 

ENTIRE 

WORLD’S 
POPULATION. 

STILL, 

BILLIONS ARE 

FOOD 

INSECURE. 

1.AGROECOLOGY AND FAO: A HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE.
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WHILE MILLIONS OF 

PEOPLE ARE 

STARVING:

ABOUT 1.3 BILLION 

TONNES OF FOOD 

ARE WASTED

PER YEAR.

Food insecurity today is due
to the lack of access to food.

Poor people do not have money to
buy or the means to produce the food
they need to survive.

On the other hand, about one-
third of the food produced is 
estimated to be either lost or 
wasted.

This contributes significantly to the 
environmental footprint of food 
systems. In addition, soil health, water 
and air quality, and biodiversity 
continue to degrade while the 
widespread use of chemicals rises.

1.AGROECOLOGY AND FAO: A HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE.
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AGRICULTURAL SECTORS 

NOWADAYS ACCOUNT FOR 

AROUND 23% OR MORE OF TOTAL 

GREENHOUSE

GAS EMISSIONS.

But agriculture is also the only 
sector where adaptation and 

mitigation walk hand in hand.

AGROECOLOGY TECHNIQUES 

OFFER A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO 

MITIGATE THE IMPACTS OF 

CLIMATE CHANGE WHILE WE 

IMPLEMENT ADAPTATION 

PRACTICES.

Agroecology 

can help 

fight global 

warming.

1.AGROECOLOGY AND FAO: 
A HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE.
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“WE OPENED A 
WINDOW IN 

THE 
CATHEDRAL 

OF THE GREEN 
REVOLUTION.”

● In September 2014, FAO organized the first 
International Symposium on Agroecology in 
Rome.

● Over 400 people representing governments, 
academia, CSOs, NGOs and the private 
sector had a constructive debate on the 
definition and successful cases.

● As a follow-up of the 2014 
Agroecology Symposium, FAO held 4 
regional meetings in Latin America, 
Africa, Asia and Europe  during the 
biennium 2015-2016.

Under my administration as 
Director-General, FAO has 
committed to unlock the potential 
of Agroecology as a catalyzer for 
sustainable development Goals 
(SDGs).

1.AGROECOLOGY AND FAO: A HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE.
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FAO and Agroecology: 
a historic perspective.

● This Second International Symposium, in 2016, 
endorsed FAO’s promotion and facilitation on 
Agroecology  and the seven regional meetings 
between June 2015 and November 2017

● FAO Secretariat prepared a 
document based on the final 
report that was submitted to the 
COAG in October 2018 and further 
to the FAO Conference in July 2019.

● Also based on the key actions identified by this 
Symposium, FAO developed a detailed action 
plan and implement the “Scaling Up 
Agroecology Initiative”, which provides a 
global framework  for Agroecology within the 
UN system in the Agenda 2030.
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FAO and Agroecology: 
a historic perspective.

● The 2019 FAO Conference forwarded 
its final decision to the Council in 
December of the same year, which 
endorsed the INICIATIVE and FAO’s 
Ten Elements of Agroecology, a guide 
to support Agroecology as a key 
sustainable agriculture approach.

● FAO also developed a global platform 
with solutions in sustainable 
agriculture named TAPE: Tool for
Agroecological Performance 
Evaluation, which is being tested in 20 
countries until the end of 2021 and will 
validated the data collected in a global 
seminar in the end of this year.
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2. The UN 

Committee on 

World Food 

Security (CFS): 

The ongoing 

discussions on 

agroecology.

In October 2017, CFS requested 
its High Level Panel of Experts 
(HLPE) a report on 
“Agroecological approaches and 
other innovations for sustainable 
agriculture and food systems 
that enhance food security
and nutrition” to inform its 
discussions during CFS Plenary 
Session in October 2019.

1

1



The UN CFS 

HLPE(2019) Report  

concluded that: 

AGROECOLOGY SHOULD BE ONE OF 

THE MODELS OF SUSTAINABLE 

PRODUCTION TO BE DEVELOPED BY 

COUNTRIES, BUT NOT THE ONLY ONE.

Other sustainable 
approaches like organic 
agriculture, climate-smart 
agriculture among others 
nature based systems, 
should also be considered.

2. CFS HLPE 2019 REPORT.
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● The HLPE 2019 report was presented 
at the CFS plenary in October 2019 and  
"accepted" as a “technical input” for a 
multistakeholder consultation .

● After that, CFS was asked to take the 
reviewed 2020 report to the next plenary 
session in june 2021.

● A DRAFT ONE version was circulated in 
june 2020 for more comments. 

The final version, once approved, it will 
became a policy recommendation 
document with respect to agroecology 
and other innovative approaches.

2.The UN 

Committee on 

World Food 

Security  HLPE 

2019 Report.
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A brief analysis of these contributions 
shows two major groups.

1. From FAO member countries such 
as Argentina, the United States, 
Australia, among others, the 
comments try to circumvent the 
scope of the initial report, 
demanding that it does not touch 
issues like world trade, for example, 
and relying more on the technical 
aspects, specially the role of the new 
biotechnologies.

2. The other group, formed basically by 
representatives of civil society, 
NGOs and Academia, are presenting 
contributions in the opposite 
direction, proposing that the report 
encompass more social issues like 
requests for access to land and 
water, the rights of indigenous 
peoples, human right to food, etc.

The HLPE 2020 DRAFT ONE 

report has received many 

comments until now.  

Discussions are currently 

ongoing, and a summary of its 

current status – including the 

zero draft and the different 

positions from Member States 

and other non-state actors - can 

be found here: 

http://www.fao.org/cfs/workings

pace/workstreams/agapp/en/
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Opposing countries tend to 
promote Sustainable 
Intensification, Climate Smart 
Agriculture, and Genetically 
Modified Organisms as part of 
an agenda to reform the Green 
Revolution-style, industrial 
agriculture and food systems, 
avoiding any radical shift from 
the status quo.

They occasionally make 
concessions to adopt 
agroecology as one component 
of a broader approach, but resist 
providing dedicated funding for 
agroecology as such, and often 
insist on supporting agroecology 
as a technical practice, rather 
than a substantial shift in the 
food systems paradigm.

“The political influence of the 
private sector, especially 
agribusiness, should be 
considered as the major threat to 
agroecology. These actors either 
marginalize agroecology, discredit 
it or contain it, calling it a subset of 
so-called ‘green lines of production’ 
for which, they claim, there are 
only elite niche markets, composed 
especially of rich consumers from 
Europe. This reflects what Maria 
Noel Salgado (MAELA/IPC) refers to 
as the ‘nichification’ of 
agroecology which undermines its 
widespread scaling up and its 
capacity to contribute to reducing 
hunger and food insecurity”.

- Bruil and others. Strengthening FAO’s 
commitment to agroecology, CAWR 

Coventry University, UK, 2019.
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3. Agroecology: 

current challenges.
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As in almost all international 
organizations of the UN System, FAO 
needs to face the diversity of their 

Member Countries and the complexity 
of their decision-making process, which 

poses additional challenges to 
stablishing consensus. 

In fact, despite being the best way to 
move forward quickly, achieving 

consensus always implies in significant 
concessions from all parties involved. 

This is also happening in FAO in spite of 
the rapid progress Agroecology has 
achieved all across the organization.

“Achieving consensus 

always implies in 

concessions.”
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Large donors (including 
international Foundations) 

are not keen to invest in 
Agroecology because they are 

very much focused on the 
current Green Revolution 

agriculture paradigm, where 
seeds (with emphasis on 
GMOs), agrochemicals, 

biotechnologies and 
genetically improved animals 

are at the center of their 
agenda to produce staple food 
at scale ensuring global trade. 

Large donors keep 

focused on the

Green Revolution 

agriculture paradigm.
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Despite FAO being an inter-

governmental international organization, 

it was a combination of internal support 

from same member countries and 

external support coming particularly 

from civil society organizations that 

made Agroecology become one of the 

important alternatives for FAO to face 

the challenges posed to the future of the 

existing food systems.
But there still be a long way forward 
to consolidate Agroecology in FAO. 
And there are some key fundamental 
barriers that needed to be removed. 

Here are some of them:

a) There is a strong concern Agroecology cannot 

supply all food needed by the increasing 

population;

a) Agroecology is seen as a traditional way of 

agriculture and food production without 

incorporating new technologies and 

innovations, only for smallholders farms;

a) There is no data available on the impact of 

Agroecology regarding socio-economic and 

environmental topics related to sustainable 

agriculture, therefore there is a lack of 

evidence for the benefits of Agroecology -

actually, there is an increasing amount of 

evidence demonstrating positive impacts of 

Agroecology, especially on the environment 

and on households’ incomes. But these results 
remain fragmented because of the use and 

availability of heterogeneous.
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Finally, there is a trend to consider “sustainable 
agriculture” to include all the production systems as 
well as many individual technologies and practices 

without taking into account the synergies and trade-

offs that occur in nature.

The Green Revolution remains the hegemonic 
thinking of policymakers in agriculture. So, in 
more concrete terms, the Ministries of 
Agriculture – especially in developing countries -
often rely more on “external input intensive” 
practices on their daily decisions due to the 
“inertia of the system”.

Agroecology:

current 

challenges.
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4. Agroecology:

The way forward.
On the future of Agroecology and 

more directly about the role of FAO 
and other international 

organizations, we are confident that  
two existing processes, will be very 

important.
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1. The ongoing discussions in CFS can strength 

the HLPE ONE DRAFT 2020

report policy recommendations.

But there is a need for better coordination actions 
among democratic and progressive governments, 
civil society and prominent scientists to came out 
with more concrete proposals that can refine the 
general ones presented in the first version of the 
Draft Doc, specially on what concern of the roll of 

states in public research institutions.

4. AGROECOLOGIA: THE WAY FORWARD.
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2 – The 
implementation 
of the European 
Union's Farm to 
Fork Strategy 
(F2F) – for a 

fair, healthy and 
environmentally

-friendly food 
system

Launched in April 2020, F2F Strategy is mentioned at 
the draft CFS report as an alternative position to the 
UN Food System and is committed to agroecology 
(and by opposition to the input-intensive agriculture) 
as it “enables the transition to a sustainable European 
Union (EU) food system that safeguards food security 
and ensures access to healthy diets sourced from a 
healthy planet”. 

This includes some of the following measures:
● Reduction by 50% of the use and risk of pesticides; 
● Reduction by at least 20% of the use of fertilizers –

including animal manure; a reduction by 50% in 
sales of antimicrobials used for farmed animals and 
aquaculture;

● Reaching 25% of agricultural land under organic 
farming, of which the current level is 8%.
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The overall conclusion is that the role to be 
played by agroecology in the food systems 
transformation is still open, as it will depend 
very much on the dynamics of the  European 
Union's Farm to Fork Strategy (F2F) and the 
results of the on going discussion to endorse 
the CFS One Draft 2020 report.

It is important to highlight that he political 
recommendations of this CFS 2021 report will 
be incorporated as inputs for the discussions 
and deliberations of the UN Food Systems 
Summit, from its pre-Summit which will take 
place in June, at FAO Headquarters in Rome.

OVERALL 

CONCLUSION.

4. AGROECOLOGY: THE WAY FORWARD.



Thank you!

STAY IN TOUCH:

E- MAIL

imprensa@institutofomezero.org
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